
Storekalsøy
The North Sea Trail Walks in the cultural landscape

On Storekalsøy you will find a coastal land-
scape of heathlands and barren rocks, sheltered 
harbours and dramatic ocean. The island, home 
to pilots, farmers and fishermen, has a long 
tradition of trading and providing hospitality. 
It has a wide range of cultural and nature 
experiences to offer, so allow plenty time to 
wander through the cultural landscape.

From Kalve

This municipality, situated between Bergen and 
Stord, has a population of 4,292, and Storebø is 
its administrative centre. Heathlands and bog are 
the dominating landscape types. In late summer, 
bell heather and ling brighten up the rocky 
landscape and bog cotton sways white in the 
breeze. The heathlands were used for haymaking 
and grazing for wild sheep. The bogs were used 
to cut peat for fuel. The outlying land has been 
used less and less in post-war years, and trees 
such as juniper, spruce and pine have become 
more prominent in the landscape.

Storekalsøy

Storekalsøy has a permanent population of 164. 
Many commute to and from the island. There 
are shops in Bakkasund and several places to 
stay. Storekalsøy is a rocky and windy island. 
Archaeological finds indicate that people have 
lived there since the Stone Age. In the 19th and 
20th centuries, the piloting of ships was an im-
portant occupation on the island. In addition to 
piloting, people combined farming and fishing. 
Women managed the home while the men were 
at sea. In the 1930s, a number of women from 
Storekalsøy attended weaving courses organised 
by Husfliden. On commission for architect 
Reimers, more than 1,000 metres of wall 
coverings was woven on Storekalsøy.

Austevoll

Austevoll is one of 
the biggest fishing 
municipalities in Nor-
way. It covers an area 
of 114.3 km2, and 
consists of 667 islands. Sea Pink

View of Marstein lighthouse

The place name

A saga tells the story of King Alrek, who paid 
the royal bodyguard Koll to find him a wife. 
In return, King Alrek gave him the earldom of 
Kollsøy south of Hardsjø (the Krossfjord).
This may have been Storekalsøy.

Communications

Ferry connection from Krokeide to Hufthammar 
(30 min).
Express boat from Bergen to Hufthammar
(50 min).
Ferry Sandvikvåg Husavik (20 min).
Ferry Hufthammar -Austevollshella (l0 min). 
Then drive across Hundvåkøy to Barmen, and 
take the ferry to Kvaløy (l0 min).

Trails

The walk from Kvaløy to Skansen/Loshytta at 
Kalve and back takes approx. 3 1⁄2 hours. The 
trail, which follows the road in part and goes 
through undulating terrain, is suitable for chil-
dren. Start the walk at the ferry quay at Kvaløy 
heading for Kalve. Alternatively, drive to the car 
park at Kalve. Be careful at Skansen; the terrain is 
uneven and it is very exposed to the elements.

The walking trail Kvaløy-
Bakkasund-Kalve

The first thing you see when arriving by ferry 
on Kvaløy, is the old trading station and inn 
at Nautøy (1). Bakkasund was an important 
harbour already in the 17th century. There was a 
shop and tavern on the property. Today, the 
trading station and inn are used as a holiday 
home. 

Keep going and you come to present day 
Bakkasund, where there are shops, a modern 
marina and accommodation. On the top floor 
of the shop “Bahus”, is Storekalsøy Museum (2) 
which opened in 1993. The museum houses a 
varied collection of objects and photos 
illustrating life on and around Storekalsøy.

Storekalsøy chapel (3) was consecrated in 
December 1976. The old chapel and school 
were destroyed by fire in 1974. Only the 
altarpiece, chandeliers and wall lamps were 
saved. The new church building seats 
approx. 200. 

Past the school, you come to the hamlet of Hille. 
Rumour has it that Gjest Baardsen (Norway’s 
Robin Hood) was once here.



Boggy land

= Ancient monument/burial mound
= Viewpoint

= North Sea Trail
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Cholera graveyard
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Skipmannsstegen 

- The boatman's steps

Loshytta - Pilot's cabin

Marstein Lighthouse

Old trading station and inn

Tern

Slate 
arrow-
head 
found at 
Kvale. From 
approx. 4,000 BC 
(Length: 16.5 cm, 

Bergen Museum)
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Throughout the 19th century covered boats
replaced the small open boats. A boat of the 
Colin Archer type was bought at Kalve, and it 
won first prize at a national exhibition in 
Bergen in 1898 for its practicality, speed and 
safety.

In the cove at Sjåholmen are three burial 
mounds (4). Two of them are situated beside 
the road, the third on Klungerhaugen hill (5). If 

you take the road to the west, you will come 
across a stone circle. Who could be buried 

here, with such a fantastic view in all 
directions? 

The graveyard “Hvilens havn” 
(”Harbour of rest”) in Kalsvå-

gen (6) is a reminder of the 
cholera epidemic which 

ravaged Western Nor-
way in 1849. Around 

55 people died of 
cholera in Austevoll 

and Møgster. 
Some of them 

are buried here. The epidemic started during the 
herring fishing and was spread by the fisher-
men. In the graveyard, there is a belfry 
with an entrance from both sides. 
Funeral processions often 
arrived by boat. The coffin 
was carried through the 
belfry onto consecrated 
ground. Funeral services 
concluded with nine tolls of 
the bell.

The walking trail Kalve-Skansen

The trail starts at the car park in Kalsvik at Kalve. 
The path to Skansen goes mostly through outly-
ing land with drystone walls, outhouses and 
barns. Parts of the outlying land are still used 
as hayfields. On Storekalsøy, wild mink and the 
odd red deer can be seen. Sea pink and com-
mon stonecrop grow among the rocks. South 
west of Storekalsøy, there is a bird sanctuary. If 
you sit on the outermost point at Skansen or 
on Loshaugen, you can see sea eagles, ravens, 
cormorants, oystercatchers, seagulls and terns. 
Greylag geese, puffins and black guillemots may 
also make an appearance. The number of herons 
and black grouse is said to have increased after 
tree-planting on the island. It has also become 
quite common to observe Arctic skuas, common 
snipes and curlews. Skansen (7) is right at the 
ocean’s edge, like a last bulwark. There, ice and 
the ocean have led to the formation of a natural 

amphitheatre. On fine 
days, you can climb 

down into the amphi-
theatre. From Skansen there is 
a view of the shipping fairway 

and Marstein 
lighthouse (8). 

The lighthouse was first 
lit in on 1st October 1897. 

Despite the lighthouse, there 
have been many shipwrecks and 
rescue operations. One stormy 

night in January 1994, people from Storekalsøy 
and Hundvåkøy set out in their boats to rescue 
114 men. “KNM Oslo” had run aground on a 
reef at Marstein lighthouse. Heroic efforts were 
made by the local people.

Walking trail Kalve-Loshytta 

The path to Loshytta (the pilot’s cabin), which 
starts at the first barn on your right after the car 
park in Kolsvik, is called Laksavegen (salmon 
road) and leads down to Gardavågen bay. There 
used to be several boathouses there housing 
gear for salmon and lobster fishing. There was 
mooring for the pilot boat and open fishing 
boats. Skipmannsstegen (boatman’s steps) (9) 
is the name of the fine stone steps up the cliff. 
The present pilot’s cabin (10) was built around 
1890. It has a timber core and is bolted to 
the ground. It used to contain a high bench, 
where lookouts used to sit watching for ships. 
It was often children who did this job. If they 
saw a ship, they had to hurry down the steps. 
There was keen competition from pilots on 
Stolmen and Hummelsund on Sotra, so it was 
important to get to the boats first. In 1901, 
the ”Korsfjorden Felleslosing – the Korsfjord 
piloting system” was established, resulting in 
the introduction of a duty roster system for the 
Selbjørnsljord and Krossfjord. The cabin was 
also used during World War II; 
on 9 April 1940, lookouts in the 
cabin saw the warships 
arriving.

Skipmannsstegen – The boatman’s steps

Swiss-style 
house at 
Kalve. The 
pilots were 
the first 
to use this 
building 
style.

Public rights of way apply on 
outlying land. It is permitted to:
• Walk or ski
• Picnic and camp overnight
• Ride or cycle on paths and roads
• Swim, canoe/kayak, row and use sailing 
  boats
• Pick berries, mushrooms and flowers
• Fish for saltwater fish free of charge
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